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Abstract 

Incidence of Yellow stem borer (Scirpophaga incertulas)(YSB) on Rice 

(Oryza sativa L.)atChinsurah, West Bengal, India is modelled based on 

field data sets generated during six kharif seasons [2011-20]. The weather 

variables considered are maximum & minimum temperature (MaxT & 

MinT) (0C), morning and evening humidity (RHM & RHE) (%), sunshine 

hours (SS) (hr/d), wind velocity (Wind) (km/hr), total rainfall (RF) (mm) 

and rainy days (RD).Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM)networks, which 

arecapable of learning long-term temporal dependencies, are used to 

overcome the limitations oftraditional machine learning techniques. The 

results indicate that LSTMand Gated Recurrent Unit (GRU) models, 

although morecomputationally expensive, provide a more accurate 

solution for pest prediction compared withother methods. Correlation 

analyses indicate significant positive influence of maximum and minimum 

temperature on YSB. An empirical comparison of the above models is 

carried out based on root mean square error (RMSE) and mean square 

error (MSE). It is observed that, for YSB, the MSE and RMSE values of 

LSTM and GRU are less as compared to other competing models. 

Diebold-Mariano (D-M) test was applied for comparison of forecasting 

performance among the applied models. It is observed that, in the studied 

pest, predictive accuracy ofLSTM is higher than that of other models. The 

analysis is carried out using R package. 

Keywords: YSB, Rice, Accuracy, Deep Learning 

 

Introduction 

Natural and artificial agro-environments are vulnerable to the pernicious and occurring climate 

change phenomenon, and rice ecosystems are no exception. Rice (Oryza sativa L.) is farmed in 

various climatic zones and ecoregions throughout India, depending on temperature, soil type, 

water availability, rainfall, and other climatic factors, with a single crop to three crops being 

harvested each year. India grows rice in 43 Mha with production of 112 million tons (Mt) of 

milled rice and average productivity of 2.6 ton/ha (Pathak et al. 2022). Rice is one of the families 
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of Poaceae's most important staple foods. India, the world's second-largest rice producer, 

produces 104.32 million tonnes and cultivates approximately 44.6 million hectares with an 

average yield of 2.34 tonnes per hectare (Anon., 2013; Rajasekar and Jeyakumar 2014). During 

Kharif, 84% of 42.7 million hectares are planted with rice, with sowings beginning in June and 

July (Annual 2019). Despite India's 28 percent pesticide use, insect pests cause an estimated 25% 

output loss in rice cultivation (Dhaliwal et al. 2010). West Bengal is India's second-largest rice 

producer (14,771,000 tonnes) and second-largest rice producer (5,386,000 acres) (Chatterjee et 

al. 2017). Around 78 percent of total rice acreage is classified as high or medium productivity, 

accounting for almost 84 percent of total rice production in the state. A comprehensive 

examination of the discrepancy between potential and actual rice yields across the country 

reveals various factors that operate as yield restrictions. Among these issues, insect pests 

significantly contribute to yield loss and productivity losses in rice production (Chatterjee et al. 

2016). Around 100 bug species feed on rice in India, and 20 of these are regarded as severe 

pests, causing a 30% production loss. Stem borers cause damage to cereal crops worldwide 

(Lawani 1982; Heinrichs 1985; Kfir et al. 2002). Yellow stem borer (YSB) (Nos./weeks/trap), 

Scirpopagha in certulas Walker, and rice leaf folder, Cnaphalocrocis medinalis Guenee, are the 

most prevalent and damaging insect pests in the country, accounting for around 10% to 60% of 

overall production loss (Chatterjee and Mondal 2014). Yellow stem borer (YSB) (Scirpophaga in 

certul as (Walker) (Pyralidae; Lepidoptera) is a common and significant rice pest found 

throughout India's agro-climatic zones. During the vegetative stage, YSB larvae feed on the 

central shoots of rice tillers, causing 'dead heart' and 'white ear' symptoms if feeding occurs 

during the panicle initiation stage. YSB damage to rice is a severe problem across India's rice-

growing regions, as it occurs at both vegetative and reproductive crop stages and results in output 

losses of 27–34 percent per year (Prasad et al. 2007). The abundance of insect pests and the 

severity of projected damage in rice ecosystems are represented by light trap catches, and YSB 

moth catches in light traps are frequently employed as a monitoring tool throughout the year. The 

weather has a significant impact on all agricultural operations, including the pest management 

practices used by farmers. Conducive weather circumstances favor an increase in the prevalence 

of insect pests, especially YSB, whose bionomics is inextricably linked to the prevailing weather. 

Establishing a relationship between YSB light trap catches and weather gives critical information 

about the population's timing and abundance. In India, short-term projections for YSB were tried 

using monthly seasonal indices of biotic variables based on light trap catches and weather 

characteristics (Ramakrishnan et al. 1994). As a result, it becomes vital to construct weather-

based models that incorporate historical data sets to forecast the intensity of YSB for use in its 

forewarning. Climate change is a global phenomenon, and its impact on insect pests is 

unavoidable sooner or later. Predicting the future appears to be a skill everyone desires, mainly 

when it might result in advantages. Artificial neural networks (ANN) and autoregressive 

integrated moving average (ARIMA) models are utilized. Naturally, some researchers have 

claimed in recent years that a long short-term memory (LSTM) network has superior prediction 

accuracy. (Xue et al. 2020) built a high-precision short-term forecasting model for financial 

market time series in 2020 and compared it to the BP neural network, the standard RNN, and the 

upgraded LSTM deep neural network. -e findings demonstrated that the LSTM deep neural 

network has a high forecasting accuracy and can accurately anticipate stock market time series 

(Xue et al. 2020). ARIMA forecasts are generated using the values of the input variables and 

their associated error terms. (Tabachnick et al. 2001). ARIMA is a linear regression model, but it 

is not confined to it; ARIMA may exhibit certain variations when confronted with complex non-
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linear practical problems. However, linear models typically outperform sophisticated structural 

models in short-term predictions (Meyler et al. 1998). A neural network (ANN) is a data-driven 

adaptive model that makes essentially no prior assumptions. (Khashei et al. 2010) It is frequently 

utilized in various sectors, including banking, business, and engineering, as a predictive model. 

The prediction of ANN is based on the findings acquired from the original data, which are used 

to create broad observations and then infer the possible component of the whole. Compared to 

the ARIMA model, this one is extremely good at solving non-linear issues. The stock market's 

movements are similarly non-linear. The causality of the price of the vegetable with the other 

contributing factors has not been addressed. only multi collinearity of the factors among 

themselves does not provides information regarding the causality co-efficient between the 

dependent and the independent variables. (Chen et al. 2019) suggests that using the wavelet 

analysis with LSTM technique could be used to predict the commodity pricing. The importance 

is given to the temporal information of the data and this forms the reason behind using the LSTM 

as this technique with RNN works good with long term data. The limitation of using RNN with 

LSTM with no external features to contribute to the independent variable. 

 

Materials and methods 

Modern agriculture has to cope with several challenges, including the increasing call for food, as 

a consequence of the global explosion of earth’s population, climate changes (Thayer et al. 2020) 

natural resources depletion (Nassani et al. 2019), alteration of dietary choices (Conrad et al. 

2019), as well as safety and health concerns (Benos et al.2018). As a means of addressing the 

above issues, placing pressure on the agricultural sector, there exists an urgent necessity for 

optimizing the effectiveness of agricultural practices by, simultaneously, lessening the 

environmental burden. In particular, these two essentials have driven the transformation of 

agriculture into precision agriculture. This modernization of farming has a great potential to 

assure sustainability, maximal productivity, and a safe environment (Lampridi et al. 2019). In 

general, smart farming is based on four key pillars to deal with the increasing needs; (a) optimal 

natural resources’ management, (b) conservation of the ecosystem, (c) development of adequate 

services, and (d) utilization of modern technologies (Zecca et al. 2019). An essential prerequisite 

of modern agriculture is, definitely, the adoption of Information and Communication Technology 

(ICT), which is promoted by policy-makers around the world. ICT can indicatively include farm 

management information systems, humidity and soil sensors, accelerometers, wireless sensor 

networks, cameras, drones, low-cost satellites, online services, and automated guided vehicles 

(Sorensen et al. 2019). The large volume of data, which is produced by digital technologies and 

usually referred to as “big data”, needs large storage capabilities in addition to editing, analyzing, 

and interpreting. The latter has a considerable potential to add value for society, environment, 

and decision-makers (Sonka et al. 2016). Nevertheless, big data encompass challenges on 

account of their so-called “5-V” requirements; (a) Volume, (b) Variety, (c) Velocity, (d) 

Veracity, and (e) Value (Meng et al. 2016). The conventional data processing techniques are 

incapable of meeting the constantly growing demands in the new era of smart farming, which is 

an important obstacle for extracting valuable information from field data (Evstatiev et al. 2020). 

To that end, Machine Learning (ML) has emerged, which is a subset of artificial intelligence 

(Swiergosz et al. 2020), by taking advantage of the exponential computational power capacity 

growth. 
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Figure 1: The above diagram showed the protocol followed in this study in implementation of 

deep learning. 

Statistical analyses 

Autoregressive Integrated Moving Average Model with exogenous variable (ARIMAX)  

The ARIMAX model (Bierens 1987) is a generalization of the ARIMA model capable of 

incorporating an external input variable (X). Given a (k+1) time-series process {(𝑦𝑡, 𝑥𝑡)}, where 

𝑦𝑡 and k-components of 𝑥𝑡 are real valued random variables, the ARIMAX model assumes the 

form 

(1 − ∑ 𝛼𝑠𝐿𝑠𝑝
𝑠=1 )𝛥𝑦𝑡 = 𝜇 + ∑ 𝛽𝑠

′ 𝐿𝑠𝑥𝑡 + (1 + ∑ 𝛾𝑠𝐿𝑠𝑟
𝑠=1 )𝑒𝑡

𝑞
𝑠=1 ,           

(1) 

Where L is usual lag operator, i.e. 𝐿𝑠𝑦𝑡 = 𝑦𝑡−𝑠, 𝛥𝑦𝑡 = 𝑦𝑡 − 𝑦𝑡−1, 𝜇 ∈ R,𝛼𝑠 ∈ R,𝛽𝑠 ∈ 𝑅𝑘and𝛾𝑠 ∈
𝑅 are  unknown parameters and 𝑒𝑡, s are the errors, and p, q and r are natural numbers specified 

in advance. The estimation of the parameters of ARIMAX model was carried out using 

maximum likelihood method in R software package. 

Random forest 
A random forest (RF) is a predictor consisting of a collection of randomized base regression 

trees {rn(x,Θm,Dn),m ≥ 1}, where Θ1,Θ2,... are i.i.d. outputs of a randomizing variable Θ. These 

random trees are combined to form the aggregated regression estimate 

rn(X,Dn) = EΘ [rn(X,Θ,Dn)],                                                                        (2) 

where EΘ denotes expectation with respect to the random parameter, conditionally on X and the 

data set Dn. In the following, to lighten notation a little, we will omit the dependency of the 
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estimates in the sample, and write for example rn(X) instead of rn(X,Dn). Note that, in practice, 

the above expectation is evaluated by Monte Carlo, that is, by generating M (usually large) 

random trees, and taking the average of the individual outcomes. The randomizing variable Θ is 

used to determine how the successive cuts are performed when building the individual trees, 

such as selection of the coordinate to split and position of the split (Figure 2). 

 
Figure 2: Workflow of random forest regression machine learning algorithm 

Artificial neural network (ANN) 

ANN, a powerful a self-adaptive approach for modeling nonlinear data was applied to datasets 

where the underlying data relationship was unknown. A general neural network consists of an 

input layer that accept external information, one or more hidden layers that provide non-linearity 

to the model and output layer that provides the target value. Each layer consists of one or more 

nodes. All the layers are connected through acyclic arc. Each input node in the input layer is 

associated with its corresponding weight. To compute the output, its activation function is 

applied to the weighted sum of the inputs. The activation function is either the identity function 

or sigmoidal function. Most commonly used ANN is multi-layer perceptron (MLP), a class of 

feed forward neural network. MLP consists of at least three layers of nodes. Except for the input 

nodes, each node is a neuron that uses a nonlinear activation function. MLP utilizes a supervised 

learning technique for training. Its multiple layers and non-linear activation distinguish MLP 

from a linear perceptron. An application of this approach can be found (Paul and Sinha 2016). A 

graphical presentation of MLP is given in Figure 3.    
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Figure 3:  A multilayer perceptron (MLP) architecture with one hidden layer 

Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM) Model 

Hochreiter and Schmidhuber introduced the LSTM neural network in 1997 to include the 

benefits of addressing long-term data dependencies (Hochreiter & Schmidhuber, 1997). Because 

of these characteristics, the LSTM model was very practical for financial high-frequency time 

series data. LSTM model is developed to solve the problems of recurrent neural network (RNN) 

models, gradient expansion, and gradient disappearance (Ta et al., 2020). LSTM model has three 

memory modules: input gate, output gate and forget gate (figure 5). The main functions of these 

three gates are retaining important information and discarding irrelevant information from the 

units. A variety of LSTM models are available in the literature, we use Hochreiter and 

Schmidhuber’s LSTM model in our study.  

 
Figure 4. Schematic representation of LSTM 

The operational premise of LSTM is to analyze the information at time t, first, it discards the 

unnecessary information through forget gate, then filters the useful information with a given 

probability by the input gate, and ultimately extract useful information through the output gate 
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which participates in the next LSTM unit. The selection of activation function is an important 

step in the LSTM process. Here we have used the standard sigmoid function and the 

tanh function as activation function. The LSTM process can be summarized in five steps. 

Step1: The previous unit's output value and the current unit's input value are integrated into the 

forget gate. The forget gate's output value is calculated by the following formula: 

𝑓𝑡 = 𝜎{𝑊𝑓 ∗ (ℎ𝑡−1 ∗ 𝑥𝑡)} + 𝑏𝑓    (3) 

where 𝑊𝑓 is the forget gate's weight, and 𝑏𝑓 is the bias, 𝑥𝑡 is the input value, and ℎ𝑡−1 is the 

output value of the prior unit. 

Step 2: The output value of the prior unit and the input value of the current time are 

incorporated into the input gate. The output value and candidate cell state values are computed 

by the following formulas 

𝑖𝑡 = 𝜎{𝑊𝑖 ∗ (ℎ𝑡−1 ∗ 𝑥𝑡)} + 𝑏𝑖     (4) 

𝐶�̃� = 𝑡𝑎𝑛ℎ{𝑊𝑐 ∗ (ℎ𝑡−1 ∗ 𝑥𝑡)} + 𝑏𝑐    (5) 

where 𝑊𝑖 is the weight of this gate, and 𝑏𝑖 is the bias 𝑊𝑐 and 𝑏𝑐  are the weight and bias of the 

candidate input respectively. 

Step 3: Updation of the current cell is done using the formula given below: 

𝐶𝑡 = 𝑓𝑡 ∗ 𝐶𝑡−1 + 𝑖𝑡 ∗ 𝐶�̃�     (6) 

Step 4: the output gate takes ℎ𝑡−1 and 𝑥𝑡 as input values, and the output of the output gate is 

calculated by the following formula  

𝑜𝑡 = 𝜎{𝑊𝑜 ∗ (ℎ𝑡−1 ∗ 𝑥𝑡)} + 𝑏𝑜              (7) 

where, 𝑊𝑖 and 𝑏𝑖are the weight and bias of this gate respectively. 

Step 5: The final output of the LSTM unit is generated by computing the output gate output and 

the cell state, as indicated in the following formula 

ℎ𝑡 =  𝑜𝑡 ∗ 𝑡𝑎𝑛ℎ (𝐶𝑡)     (8) 

Validation of forecasts 

The dataset of YSB population and weather was divided in two parts before analysis. For each 

locationwith 90% of the observations were used for estimation (model development) and 

remaining 10% 0bservations were used for validation. Comparative assessment of prediction 

performance of different models namely RNN, GRU, LSTM, Bidirectional LSTM, Deep LSTM, 

ARIMA-X, ANN, SVR and RF models was carried out in terms of root mean square error 

(RMSE) based on the following formulae:   

RMSE=√∑
(Predicted(𝑦𝑖) − observed(𝑦𝑖))

2

𝑛

𝑛

i=1

RMAPE=
1

𝑛

∑ |(observed(𝑦𝑖) − predicted(𝑦𝑖))|𝑛
i=1

observed(𝑦𝑖)

× 100 

Model Accuracy=100 − RMAPE 

where h denotes the number of observations for validation, yi is the observed value and 𝑦𝑖 is the 

predicted one. Diebold Mariano test (Diebold and Mariano 1995) was also conducted for 

different pairs of models to test for differences in predictive accuracy between any two 

competing models. Other common evaluation metrics were the coefficient of correlation (R), 

coefficient of determination (R2; basically, the square of the correlation coefficient), Mean 

Absolute Error (MAE), Mean Absolute Percentage Error (MAPE), and Mean Squared Error 

(MSE), which can be given via the following relationships (De Myttenaere et al. 2016; Lehmann 

et al. 1998). Where X(t) and Z(t) correspond to the predicted and real value, respectively, t 

stands for the iteration at each point, while T for the testing records number. Accordingly, low 
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values of MAE, MAPE, and MSE values denote a small error and, hence, better performance. In 

contrast, which demonstrates better model performance and also that the regression curve 

efficiently fits the data. 

Materials and Methods  

Study locations 

Study was a part of information and communication technology (ICT) based pest surveillance on 

rice implemented at experimental research stations of Chinsurah (WB) India. Two fields grown 

with rice each of one acre from 10 villages located within 30 km radius of meteorological 

observatory of experimental station constituted surveillance plan during study seasons.  Five 

spots per field and two plants per spot selected randomly were accounted for weekly 

observations on YSB whole plant basis from early vegetative stage till crop harvest.  While the 

surveillance plans were fixed during season the sampling plan for YSB followed random pattern 

for selection of spots and plants. For all surveillance fields, general information relating to field 

area, cultivar grown, dates of sowing and other production practices were also collected.  

Data accrual and reporting system 

Proforma of pest surveillance for rice (ref 

http://www.ncipm.res.in/Nicra2015/NICRAAdminPanelNew/rvLogin.aspx) which also had 

variables of YSB was used for recording spot wise observations during each week. Client 

software developed for offline entry and on-line upload served to accrue data collected in respect 

of each field during each week.  Reporting system developed worked online for extraction of 

data of each field across spots for each week of observation along standard meteorological weeks 

(SMW) in respect of seasons. Field observations on yellow stem borer (YSB) (Nos./weeks/trap) 

(figure 5) was carried out on weekly basis in 10 villages located within 30 km radius of 

meteorological observatory of Chinsurah district in West Bengal (23:02:06 lat. and 88:21:13 

log.) Through Real Time Pest Dynamics (RTPD) surveillance under National Initiative on 

Climate Resilient Agriculture (NICRA). In each field, five spots were randomly selected and 

observations were made on ten plants randomly selected per spot from each field at weekly 

intervals right from vegetative stage and continued till the harvest crop. Major rice commonly 

grown by the farmers during kharif with row and plant spacing of 90 x 30 cm were considered 

for YSB (Nos./weeks/trap) surveillance during 2011-20 seasons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5. Infected of the leaf and fruitby YSB 

Meteorologicalobservations 

The weather data viz. maximum and minimum temperature (0C), morning and evening humidity 

(%), total rainfall (mm), and rainy days on standard meteorological week (SMW) basis were 

http://www.ncipm.res.in/Nicra2015/NICRAAdminPanelNew/rvLogin.aspx


Satish Kumar Yadav/Afr.J.Bio.Sc.6.12(2024)                                                              Page 3567 of 18      
 

 

recorded from Chinsurah meteorological observatory of West Bengal. The influence of weather 

parameters on YSB (Nos./weeks/trap) (Chinsurah) was assessed. 

 

Seasonal dynamics and status of YSB  

Graphical representation of data related to the reviewed studies,Epidemics of incidence have 

increased in recent years due to climate change and there is a need to understand the impact of 

climate change on host pathogen interaction to outline appropriate management strategies 

(Shepard 1995). Studies on YSB in rice carried out for ten consecutive kharif seasons (2011-20) 

in Chinsurah (WB) location showed the commencement of infestation from second week of 

August with peak incidence between third week of October and November. YSB was higher 

during 2019. Lowest of YSB was in 2014 (figure 6). Considering the type and the accessibility of 

data criteria, (Baldini et al. 2017) distinguish the data in experimental and model data.The 

seasonal variation in occurrence of YSB in rice studied location is graphically represented in 

Figure 2. Among them, the yellow stem borer (YSB), Scirpophaga incertulas (Walker) 

(Lepidoptera), is the most destructive widely occurring pest that attacks rice throughout the 

growing season (Rubia 1989). YSB on rice gains top priority across rice-growing regions of 

India as its damage is at both vegetative and reproductive crop stages and causes yield losses to 

an extent of 27–34% every year (Prasad 2007). Light trap catches represent the abundance of 

insect pests and severity of anticipated damage in rice ecosystems, and YSB moth catches in 

light traps are often used as monitoring tool throughout the year. Documented evidences of 

changing weather over onset, peak and severity of insect pests across crops generated through 

laboratory experiments and field data in India are available (Annual 2016). 

 

 
Figure 6. The seasonal variation of YSB occurrence in rice 

Analysis of variance (ANOVA) 

Comparative analysis of YSB occurrence across the years 
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Comparisons of YSB mean population for levels across seasons carried out was analysed using 

one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) after arcsine transformation with mean comparisons 

made through using Duncan’s Multiple Range Test (DMRT) are presented in table 1 (Vargas et 

al. 2010).YSB was significantly lower in 2014 as compared to others and 2020 with on par 

incidence during other seasons (Shelly et al. 2014).  

 

Table 1. Comparative analysis of YSB occurrence across the years 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

268.44b 215.77b 180.56bc 99.71c 163.23b 137.38b 132.1b 186.48b 263.65b 365.31a 

* Means followed by the superscript of same at p<0.05 based on DMRT 

Descriptive statistics of YSB occurrence 

The descriptive statistics of YSB (Nos./weeks/trap) occurrence has been reported in table 2. A 

perusal of table 2 indicates that. Variability in YSB population measured in terms of Standard 

Deviation was high and ranged from 281.89. Maximum 2374 (Nos./weeks/trap) YSB 

occurrence. YSB showed positively skewed and leptokurtic distribution. The variability in 

Rainfall measured in terms of coefficient of variation (CV) was high and ranged with minimum 

2.00 (Nos./weeks/trap) recorded. The understanding shape of data is a crucial action. It helps to 

understand where the most information is lying and analyze the outliers in a given data. In the 

one-dimensional case, the interesting parameters are the population mean and variance. The 

effect of non-normal data on statistical inference for these two parameters can be totally 

characterized by skewness and kurtosis. The concepts of skewness and kurtosis in the one-

dimensional case are well known to graduate students in social sciences (Tabachnick et al. 

2001). YSB occurrence is positively skewed and leptokurtic. On the other hand, among the 

regressor variables, except MaxT and MinT all others are positively skewed (Blanca et al. 2013). 

As far as kurtosis is concerned, MaxT, MinT and RHE follow platykurtic distribution whereas 

other regressors follow leptokurtic distribution (An L et al. 2008). Analyses were carried out 

using R software (R Core Team 2013).  

Table 2: Descriptive statistics of response variable with repressor variables 

Statistic YSB MaxT MinT RHM RHE Rainfall RainyD 

Mean 201.26 31.23 20.84 93.14 62.21 30.40 1.51 

Median 120.50 32.13 23.93 93.86 62.14 6.95 1.00 

Minimum 2.00 16.32 5.63 47.00 29.86 0 0 

Maximum 2374 39.4 29.36 221.29 115.29 418.2 7.00 

Mode 59.00 32.40 25.93 96.29 56.14 0.00 0.00 

Range 2372.00 23.08 23.73 174.29 85.43 418.20 7.00 

SD 281.89 3.96 6.34 7.30 14.99 48.60 1.79 

Skewness 3.86 -0.72 -0.69 9.70 0.03 2.76 1.03 

Kurtosis 17.72 0.09 -0.96 185.70 -0.57 11.54 0.18 

CV 140.06 12.69 30.41 7.84 24.10 159.87 118.45 
# SD: standard deviation; CV: coefficient variation 

Goodness of fit tests 

Before further analysis, normality check was carried out by means of Kolmogo-rov-Smirnov test 

and Anderson-Darling tests and it was observed that the YSB population in the Chinsurah (WB) 

location significantly deviated from normality in table 3 (Ramesh et al. 2019). Non-normality of 
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the data triggered nonparametric method for modeling YSB (Nos./weeks/trap) based on climatic 

variables. 

Table 3: Goodness-of-fit tests for normal distribution 

Goodness-of-Fit Tests for Normal Distribution 

Test Statistic p-Value 

Kolmogorov-Smirnov D 0.26 Pr > D <0.010 

Cramer-von Mises W-Sq 13.82 Pr > W-Sq <0.005 

Anderson-Darling A-Sq 72.58 Pr > A-Sq <0.005 

***: significant at p< 0.01; *: significant at p< 0.05 

Pearson Correlation Coefficients 

Correlation analyses between standard meteorological weeks (SMW) based 

YSB(Nos./weeks/trap) and weather parameters prior were made by simple correlation coefficient 

based on ten years’ performance data obtain crop season 2011-20. Correlation analysis indicate 

that of YSB found to be significantly positively correlated with maximum and minimum 

temperature. Influence of different weather parameters on fluctuations of YSB was carried in 

Purulia, West Bengal (Animesh 2018). The correlation workout between meteorological 

parameters and population dynamics of YSB are presented in table 4. Weather is an important 

determinant in the population dynamics of the pests (Agrawal and Mehta 2007; Laxmi and 

Kumar 2011a, 2011b). Most of the earlier workers have utilized regression models (both linear 

and nonlinear) for insect pest disease forewarning (Desai et al. 2004; Chattopadhyay et al. 

2005a, 2005b; Dhar et al. 2007; Kumar et al. 2012; Kumar et al. 2013). 

                          Table 4: Correlation Coefficients of YSB with Climate variables 

Pearson Correlation Coefficients, Prob > |r| under H0: Rho=0 

Trap MaxT MinT RHM RHE Rainfall RainyD 

YSB 0.23*** 0.17*** -0.07 0.01 -0.07 -0.06 

***: significant at p< 0.01; *: significant at p< 0.05 

Data has been divided in structural change in three groups. First, second and third groups is pink, 

green and blue respectively. Here also correlation analysis indicates that of YSB found to be 

significantly positively correlated with maximum and minimum temperature significantly 

positively correlated. Here maximum temperature found all three groups to be significantly 

positively correlated and minimum temperature in third group, RHM in first group to be 

significantly positively correlated respectively in figure 7. The two major factors that are 

responsible for considerable yield loss in rice are regular pest outbreaks and adverse weather 

conditions (Pathak 1994). 
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Figure 7: Correlation Coefficients of YSB occurrencewith Climate variables 

 

Validation of forecasts 

Short-term forecasts for YSB using light trap catches and weather parameters attempted in India 

using SMW seasonal indices of abiotic factors (Ramakrishnan et al. 1994), day degree and 

regression models (Krishnaiah et al. 1997) during last decade are available with their field use 

limited at present. Therefore, it becomes necessary to develop weather-based models including 

the data sets of the recent past to predict YSB occurrence for use in its forewarning. While 

variability in data sets over years of YSB occurrence was considered for development of 

categories of pest occurrence levels, congenial conditions of weather in respect of YSB 

occurrence (Krishnaiah 2004) 

Table 5. Values in relation to RNN, GRU, LSTM, Bidirectional LSTM, Deep LSTM, 

ARIMA-X and ANN predicting of YSB. 

Model RMSE MAE 

RNN 336.44 162.81 

GRU 305.73 150.82 

LSTM 315.72 141.35 

Bidirectional LSTM 316.10 155.06 

Deep LSTM 346.76 165.19 

ARIMA-X 461.52 231.43 

ANN 452.43 264.04 

SVR 412.86 217.67 



Satish Kumar Yadav/Afr.J.Bio.Sc.6.12(2024)                                                              Page 3571 of 18      
 

 

RF 334.11 177.33 

 

The success of the model does not lie in predicting the expected output based on the ten years’ 

data but to efficiently predict with the same level of accuracy for all the incoming and future 

data. A good model should be robust enough to handle the changes in the data yet produce the 

same results. When comparing the evaluation metrics such as RMSE and MSE in table 5, the 

LSTM and GRU model outperforms the other models by some margin in figure 8. This some 

margin of difference could be explained by the following reasons figure 9. Forecasting of the 

development of population occurrence with as much accuracy as possible and describing the 

population dynamics correctly enable better management of this pest thus minimizing the yield 

loss caused by them. Efficient, economical and environmentally friendly management of the 

YSB can be done through knowledge of its timing of attack in relation crop phenology and the 

prevalent weather factors modelled to enable prediction of its occurrence that allows growers to 

take timely action in an efficient manner for crop management (Amrender et al. 2013; Kumar et 

al. 2012). 

 
Figure 8. RMSE and MSE of different models for predicting YSB 
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Test results for yellow stem borer (WB) 

 
Figure 9. Different models for predicting YSB occurrence 

 

Concussion 

Climate change has an adverse impact on rice growing areas due to wide fluctuation in 

temperature and erratic rainfall patterns and assessment of seasonal dynamics of any pest in 

relation to weather variations is of significance. Present study revealed that YSB of rice at 

Chinsurah, West Bengal is on the decline with 23-34 SMW having the maximumoccurrence over 

2019-2020. Approaches including deep learning techniques used for modelling incidence of YSB 

indicated varying performances. Empirically, LSTM and GRU model outperformed RNN, 

Bidirectional LSTM, Deep LSTM, ARIMA-X and ANN predicting of YSB models. The same 

conclusion may be drawn from the result of D-M test. Utilizing disease-weather interactions has 

resulted in improved models with higher prediction accuracy. The current models could form a 

part of prediction for future seasons and for estimating scenario of YSB for projected period of 

climate change. As the techniques used in the present investigation are mainly data driven, it is 

difficult to generalize the conclusion for all the disease and pests, but the same techniques can be 

replicated to other pests and diseases for gaining prediction accuracy. 
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