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Introduction 

Chemiresistive sensors are a type of chemical sensor that operates based on changes in 

electrical resistance upon exposure to target analytes. These sensors typically consist of a 

sensing material that undergoes a change in resistance when it interacts with specific chemicals 

or gases. The interaction between the sensing material and the analyte causes a measurable 

change in the conductivity or resistance of the sensor, which can be correlated with the 

concentration or presence of the target analyte. The principle behind chemiresistive sensors lies 

in the adsorption or absorption of analyte molecules onto the surface of the sensing material, 

leading to changes in the electronic properties of the material. This change in electronic 

properties, such as charge carrier concentration or mobility, results in a corresponding change 
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in the resistance of the sensor. By monitoring these changes in resistance, chemiresistive 

sensors can detect and quantify the concentration of various gases, volatile organic compounds 

(VOCs), or other chemical species in the surrounding environment. 

Chemiresistive sensors offer several advantages, including high sensitivity, rapid response 

time, and potential for miniaturization and integration into portable devices. They find 

applications in diverse fields such as environmental monitoring, industrial safety, healthcare, 

and food quality control. However, challenges such as selectivity towards specific analytes, 

stability, and environmental factors like temperature and humidity can limit their performance 

in certain applications. Overall, chemiresistive sensors play a crucial role in enabling real-time, 

sensitive, and selective detection of chemical compounds, contributing to advancements in 

various industries and applications [1]. 

 

Figure 1: Schematic diagram of thin film Chemiresistive sensor 

Importance of Chemiresistive Sensors: 

Chemiresistive sensors play a crucial role in various fields due to their ability to detect and 

quantify a wide range of chemical compounds with high sensitivity and selectivity. Some of 

the key fields where chemiresistive sensors find importance and applications include [13-14]: 

1. Environmental Monitoring:  

Detection of air pollutants: Chemiresistive sensors can detect harmful gases such as 

carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), sulfur dioxide (SO2), ozone (O3), and 

volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in the atmosphere [15]. 

Monitoring of water quality: These sensors are used to detect contaminants and 

pollutants in water bodies, such as heavy metals, pesticides, and organic pollutants. 

Soil analysis: Chemiresistive sensors can be employed to measure soil parameters such 

as pH, moisture content, and the presence of toxic substances for agricultural and 

environmental monitoring purposes [16]. 
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2. Healthcare and Medical Diagnostics: 

Breath analysis: Chemiresistive sensors are used for non-invasive diagnosis of 

diseases by analyzing breath biomarkers associated with various health conditions, 

including diabetes, asthma, lung cancer, and metabolic disorders. 

Detection of biomolecules: These sensors can detect specific biomolecules such as 

glucose, cholesterol, and neurotransmitters, offering potential applications in medical 

diagnostics and personalized healthcare monitoring [17]. 

3. Industrial Safety and Process Control: 

Gas leak detection: Chemiresistive sensors are utilized in industrial environments to 

detect and monitor the presence of hazardous gases, such as methane (CH4), hydrogen 

sulfide (H2S), ammonia (NH3), and volatile organic compounds (VOCs), to ensure 

workplace safety. 

Process monitoring: These sensors can be integrated into industrial processes to 

monitor chemical reactions, detect impurities, and ensure product quality and safety. 

 

4. Food and Beverage Industry: 

Quality control: Chemiresistive sensors are used to detect spoilage gases and volatile 

compounds in food and beverage products, helping to ensure food safety, freshness, 

and shelf-life extension. 

Identification of adulterants: These sensors can detect the presence of contaminants, 

adulterants, and foodborne pathogens in food products, aiding in quality control and 

regulatory compliance [19-20]. 

 

5. Defense and Security: 

Chemical warfare agents detection: Chemiresistive sensors are employed for the 

detection of chemical warfare agents, including nerve agents, blister agents, and 

choking agents, to protect military personnel and civilians from chemical threats. 

Explosive detection: These sensors can detect volatile compounds associated with 

explosives, such as TNT (trinitrotoluene) and RDX (cyclotrimethylenetrinitramine), for 

homeland security and counterterrorism applications. 

Overall, chemiresistive sensors offer versatile and valuable solutions for monitoring and 

detecting chemical compounds in diverse environments, contributing to advancements in 

environmental protection, healthcare diagnostics, industrial safety, food quality control, and 

national security. 

Brief overview of the historical development: 

The historical development of chemiresistive sensors traces back several decades, evolving 

through significant milestones and advancements in sensor technology and materials science. 

Here's a brief overview: 

1. Early Developments: 

o The concept of chemiresistive sensing emerged in the mid-20th century with the 

development of gas sensing technologies. 

o Initial chemiresistive sensors were based on metal oxide semiconductors, such 

as tin dioxide (SnO2), which exhibited changes in electrical conductivity upon 

exposure to target gases due to surface reactions. 

2. Evolution of Sensing Materials: 



Barish Kumar Dwiwedi/Afr.J.Bio.Sc. 6(10) (2024)                                        Page 7625 to 10 
 

 

o Research efforts focused on exploring new sensing materials with enhanced 

sensitivity, selectivity, and stability. 

o Conducting polymers, such as polyaniline, polypyrrole, and polythiophene, 

emerged as promising alternatives to metal oxides due to their tunable electronic 

properties and ease of functionalization. 

3. Advancements in Nanotechnology: 

o The advent of nanotechnology facilitated the development of nanostructured 

materials, including nanoparticles, nanowires, and nanotubes, with enhanced 

surface-to-volume ratios and improved sensing performance. 

o Carbon-based materials, such as carbon nanotubes (CNTs) and graphene, 

gained attention for their exceptional electrical, mechanical, and chemical 

properties, leading to the development of highly sensitive and selective 

chemiresistive sensors. 

4. Miniaturization and Integration: 

o Advances in microfabrication techniques enabled the miniaturization and 

integration of chemiresistive sensors into portable devices, wearable 

electronics, and IoT platforms. 

o These compact and low-power sensors offer real-time, on-site monitoring 

capabilities for various applications, including environmental monitoring, 

healthcare diagnostics, industrial safety, and consumer electronics [18]. 

5. Functionalization and Surface Engineering: 

o Research efforts focused on functionalizing sensing materials and engineering 

sensor surfaces to improve selectivity towards specific analytes and reduce 

interference from background gases. 

o Surface modification techniques, such as molecular imprinting, self-assembled 

monolayers (SAMs), and functionalized nanoparticles, were explored to tailor 

sensor properties and enhance performance. 

6. Emerging Technologies: 

o Recent developments include the integration of chemiresistive sensors with 

advanced technologies, such as machine learning, artificial intelligence (AI), 

and wireless communication, to enable smart sensing systems with autonomous 

operation, data analytics, and remote monitoring capabilities. 

o Additionally, research continues to explore novel sensing materials, fabrication 

techniques, and sensor architectures to address existing challenges and unlock 

new opportunities for chemiresistive sensor applications. 

Overall, the historical development of chemiresistive sensors has been characterized by 

continuous innovation and interdisciplinary collaboration, leading to significant advancements 

in sensor technology and expanding the scope of applications in diverse fields. 

Working Principle: 

Explanation of the basic operating principle 

The basic operating principle of chemiresistive sensors revolves around the change in electrical 

resistance of a sensing material when exposed to specific chemical compounds or analytes. 

This change in resistance is correlated with the concentration or presence of the target analyte, 

enabling the detection and quantification of various gases, vapors, or liquids [2-4]. 
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Figure 2: Working principle can be defined from this figure [4].  

The operating principle can be summarized as follows: 

1. Sensing Material: Chemiresistive sensors consist of a sensing material that interacts 

with the target analyte. The choice of sensing material depends on factors such as the 

type of analyte, desired sensitivity, selectivity, and operating conditions. Common 

sensing materials include metal oxides, conducting polymers, carbon-based materials 

(e.g., carbon nanotubes, graphene), and hybrid nanocomposites [5-6]. 

2. Adsorption or Absorption: Upon exposure to the target analyte, molecules of the 

analyte are adsorbed or absorbed onto the surface of the sensing material. This 

interaction may involve physical adsorption (physisorption) or chemical reactions 

(chemisorption) between the analyte molecules and the surface functional groups of the 

sensing material. 

3. Change in Conductivity: The adsorption or absorption of analyte molecules alters the 

electronic properties of the sensing material, leading to a change in its electrical 

conductivity or resistance. This change may occur due to several mechanisms, 

including: 

o Modulation of Charge Carrier Density: In semiconducting materials such as 

metal oxides and conducting polymers, the adsorption of analyte molecules 

alters the concentration of charge carriers (electrons or holes) within the 

material, leading to changes in conductivity. 

o Change in Charge Transport Mechanisms: The interaction between analyte 

molecules and the sensing material may modify the charge transport 

mechanisms, such as tunneling, hopping, or percolation, resulting in changes in 

resistance. 

o Surface Doping or Redox Reactions: Chemical reactions between the analyte 

molecules and surface functional groups of the sensing material can induce 

changes in its oxidation state or doping level, affecting its conductivity. 
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4. Measurement of Resistance Change: The change in resistance of the sensing material 

is measured using appropriate electronic circuitry. Typically, the sensor is connected in 

a simple electrical circuit, such as a Wheatstone bridge or a voltage divider network, 

and the resistance change is recorded as a voltage or current signal. 

5. Signal Processing and Analysis: The recorded electrical signal is processed and 

analyzed to determine the concentration or presence of the target analyte. Calibration 

curves or mathematical models may be used to correlate the measured resistance change 

with the analyte concentration. 

Overall, the basic operating principle of chemiresistive sensors relies on the modulation of 

electrical properties of the sensing material upon exposure to target analytes, offering a 

versatile and sensitive platform for chemical sensing applications. 

Sensing mechanism: interaction between analyte molecules and sensing material 

The sensing mechanism of chemiresistive sensors involves the interaction between analyte 

molecules and the sensing material, leading to changes in the material's electrical conductivity 

or resistance. This interaction is influenced by various factors, including the physical and 

chemical properties of the sensing material and the analyte molecules. The sensing mechanism 

can vary depending on the type of sensing material and the specific analyte being detected. 

Here, we'll discuss the general principles underlying the sensing mechanism: 

1. Surface Interaction: 

o When an analyte is introduced to the surface of the sensing material, it can 

undergo physical adsorption (physisorption) or chemical adsorption 

(chemisorption). 

o Physical adsorption involves weak, non-covalent interactions between the 

analyte molecules and the surface of the sensing material, such as van der Waals 

forces or hydrogen bonding. 

o Chemical adsorption involves stronger, covalent or ionic bonds between the 

analyte molecules and the surface functional groups of the sensing material. 

2. Change in Surface Properties: 

o The adsorption of analyte molecules onto the surface of the sensing material can 

lead to changes in its surface properties, such as surface charge, surface energy, 

or surface morphology. 

o These changes can affect the electronic structure of the sensing material, 

altering its conductivity or resistance. 

3. Modulation of Charge Carrier Density: 

o In semiconducting materials, such as metal oxides and conducting polymers, 

the interaction with analyte molecules can modulate the concentration of charge 

carriers (electrons or holes) within the material. 

o For example, in metal oxide semiconductors, the adsorption of oxidizing or 

reducing gases can change the concentration of oxygen vacancies or surface 

states, affecting the conductivity of the material. 

4. Redox Reactions: 

o In some cases, the interaction between analyte molecules and the sensing 

material involves redox reactions, where electrons are transferred between the 

analyte and the surface of the material. 

o This can lead to changes in the oxidation state or doping level of the sensing 

material, resulting in changes in its electrical conductivity. 



Barish Kumar Dwiwedi/Afr.J.Bio.Sc. 6(10) (2024)                                        Page 7628 to 10 
 

 

5. Selectivity: 

o The selectivity of chemiresistive sensors is often determined by the specificity 

of the interaction between the sensing material and the target analyte. 

o Functionalization of the sensing material with specific recognition elements, 

such as receptors or functional groups, can enhance selectivity by promoting 

preferential interactions with the target analyte. 
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Figure 3: Schematic diagram of Polymer with functionalized MWNTs showing grafting of –

OH groups to the end faces and defect sites on the walls of MWNTs 

Overall, the sensing mechanism of chemiresistive sensors relies on the interaction between 

analyte molecules and the sensing material, leading to changes in its electrical properties that 

can be correlated with the concentration or presence of the analyte. Understanding the nature 

of these interactions is crucial for designing sensors with high sensitivity, selectivity, and 

reliability for various applications. 

Change in resistance as a function of analyte concentration 

The change in resistance of a chemiresistive sensor as a function of analyte concentration is a 

critical aspect of its performance and operation. This relationship is often characterized by a 

dose-response curve, which describes how the sensor's electrical resistance varies with 

different concentrations of the target analyte. Here's how the change in resistance typically 

correlates with analyte concentration: 

1. Sensitivity: 

o Sensitivity refers to the degree of change in resistance for a given change in 

analyte concentration. A highly sensitive sensor exhibits a significant change in 

resistance even with small variations in analyte concentration. 

o Sensitivity can be quantified by parameters such as the slope of the dose-

response curve or the change in resistance per unit change in analyte 

concentration (e.g., ppm or ppb). 

2. Linear Range: 
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o In the linear range of the dose-response curve, the change in resistance is 

directly proportional to the concentration of the analyte. This range is crucial 

for accurate and reliable quantification of analyte concentration. 

o The linear range is often determined experimentally and may vary depending 

on factors such as the sensing material, sensor design, and analyte properties. 

3. Detection Limit: 

o The detection limit of the sensor corresponds to the lowest concentration of 

analyte that can be reliably detected and quantified. Below this limit, the change 

in resistance may be too small to distinguish from noise or baseline fluctuations. 

o Improving the detection limit typically involves enhancing the sensor's 

sensitivity and reducing background noise or interference. 

4. Saturation: 

o At high analyte concentrations, the change in resistance may reach a plateau or 

saturation point, where further increases in analyte concentration do not produce 

significant changes in resistance. 

o Saturation occurs when the sensing material becomes fully saturated with 

analyte molecules, limiting further interactions and response. 

5. Nonlinear Behavior: 

o In some cases, the dose-response curve may exhibit nonlinear behavior, 

particularly at high analyte concentrations or in the presence of complex 

chemical interactions. 

o Nonlinear behavior can result from saturation effects, surface reactions, or 

changes in the sensing material's properties at high analyte concentrations. 

 

Figure 4: Resistance recovery graph can be demonstrate by given figures 
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Understanding the relationship between resistance and analyte concentration is essential for 

calibrating chemiresistive sensors, determining their sensitivity and detection limits, and 

optimizing their performance for specific applications. Calibration experiments using known 

concentrations of the target analyte are typically performed to establish the sensor's response 

characteristics and ensure accurate quantification of analyte concentrations in real-world 

environments. 

• Types of Chemiresistive Sensors 

Classification based on sensing material: 

o Metal oxides 

o Conducting polymers 

o Carbon-based materials (e.g., carbon nanotubes, graphene) 

o Hybrid Nanocomposite Sensors 

o Molecularly Imprinted Polymer (MIP) Sensors 

• Other classification criteria: mechanism of transduction, target analytes, etc. 

Chemiresistive sensors come in various types, each employing different sensing materials and 

operating principles to detect and quantify target analytes. Here are some common types of 

chemiresistive sensors: 

1. Metal Oxide Semiconductor (MOS) Sensors: 

o Metal oxide semiconductor sensors utilize metal oxide materials such as tin 

dioxide (SnO2), zinc oxide (ZnO), or tungsten oxide (WO3) as the sensing 

element. 

o These sensors operate based on the change in electrical conductivity of the metal 

oxide material upon exposure to reducing or oxidizing gases. 

o The adsorption of gas molecules on the surface of the metal oxide causes 

changes in the material's resistance, which can be measured to detect and 

quantify the concentration of the target gas. 

2. Conducting Polymer Sensors: 

o Conducting polymer sensors utilize conjugated polymers such as polyaniline, 

polypyrrole, or polythiophene as the sensing material. 

o These sensors operate based on the modulation of charge carrier density or 

redox processes within the polymer matrix upon exposure to analyte molecules. 

o The interaction between analyte molecules and the polymer backbone leads to 

changes in the material's conductivity or resistance, which can be monitored to 

detect and quantify the analyte concentration. 

3. Carbon-Based Sensors: 

o Carbon-based sensors employ carbonaceous materials such as carbon nanotubes 

(CNTs), graphene, or activated carbon as the sensing element. 

o These sensors operate based on the adsorption or physisorption of analyte 

molecules onto the surface of the carbon material, leading to changes in its 

electrical properties. 

o Carbon-based sensors offer high surface area, excellent conductivity, and 

chemical stability, making them suitable for detecting a wide range of gases, 

vapors, and volatile organic compounds (VOCs). 

4. Hybrid Nanocomposite Sensors: 
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o Hybrid nanocomposite sensors combine multiple materials, such as metal 

oxides, conducting polymers, and carbon-based materials, to synergistically 

enhance sensing performance. 

o These sensors exploit the complementary properties of different materials to 

improve sensitivity, selectivity, and response time. 

o Hybrid nanocomposite sensors can be tailored for specific applications by 

optimizing the composition, morphology, and surface chemistry of the 

nanocomposite materials. 

These are just a few examples of chemiresistive sensors, and there are many other variations 

and configurations based on different sensing principles, materials, and fabrication techniques. 

The choice of sensor type depends on factors such as the target analyte, required sensitivity, 

selectivity, and operational conditions. 

The performance of chemiresistive sensors is evaluated based on several key parameters that 

characterize their sensing capabilities and operational characteristics. These performance 

parameters are crucial for assessing the sensor's suitability for specific applications and 

ensuring reliable and accurate detection of target analytes. Here are some of the most important 

performance parameters of chemiresistive sensors: 

1. Sensitivity: 

o Sensitivity refers to the ability of the sensor to detect small changes in analyte 

concentration and produce a corresponding change in electrical signal (e.g., 

resistance). 

o It is typically quantified as the ratio of the change in sensor response (e.g., 

resistance change) to the change in analyte concentration, often expressed in 

units such as ppm (parts per million) or ppb (parts per billion) per unit change 

in analyte concentration [9-10]. 

2. Selectivity: 

o Selectivity, also known as specificity, refers to the ability of the sensor to 

respond selectively to the target analyte while minimizing interference from 

other substances present in the environment. 

o A highly selective sensor exhibits minimal cross-sensitivity to non-target 

analytes and interference from background gases, vapors, or contaminants. 

3. Response Time: 

o Response time is the time taken by the sensor to reach a stable and measurable 

response upon exposure to the target analyte. 

o It is an important parameter for assessing the sensor's dynamic response and its 

ability to provide real-time monitoring or rapid detection of changes in analyte 

concentration. 

4. Recovery Time: 

o Recovery time is the time taken by the sensor to return to its baseline resistance 

level after the analyte source is removed or diluted. 

o It reflects the sensor's ability to recover from saturation or exposure to high 

analyte concentrations and return to its initial state for subsequent 

measurements. 

5. Detection Limit: 

o The detection limit is the lowest concentration of the target analyte that can be 

reliably detected and quantified by the sensor. 
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o It represents the smallest change in analyte concentration that can produce a 

measurable change in sensor response above the noise level. 

6. Operational Conditions: 

o Operational conditions include factors such as temperature range, humidity 

levels, and operating voltage or current requirements. 

o Sensors should be characterized under relevant operational conditions to ensure 

their performance meets the requirements of the intended application. 

7. Power Consumption: 

o Power consumption refers to the amount of electrical power consumed by the 

sensor during operation. 

o Low-power sensors are desirable for portable, battery-operated, or energy-

efficient applications. 

These performance parameters collectively determine the effectiveness, reliability, and 

applicability of chemiresistive sensors for various environmental monitoring, healthcare, 

industrial safety, and other sensing applications. Optimization of these parameters through 

sensor design, material selection, and fabrication techniques is essential for enhancing sensor 

performance and enabling new applications. 

Properties and advantages 

Conducting polymer nanocomposites possess a range of properties and advantages that make 

them attractive for various applications. Here are some key properties and advantages: 

1. Electrical Conductivity: 

o Incorporation of nanomaterials, such as carbon nanotubes, graphene, or metal 

nanoparticles, enhances the electrical conductivity of conducting polymers. 

o High electrical conductivity enables the development of high-performance 

electronic devices, sensors, and energy storage systems [7-8]. 

2. Mechanical Strength and Flexibility: 

o Nanomaterials reinforce the mechanical properties of conducting polymers, 

improving tensile strength, toughness, and flexibility. 

o Enhanced mechanical properties make nanocomposites suitable for flexible 

electronics, wearable devices, and structural materials. 

3. Thermal Stability: 

o Nanomaterials can improve the thermal stability of conducting polymers, 

reducing degradation and enhancing long-term performance in high-

temperature environments. 

o Enhanced thermal stability makes nanocomposites suitable for applications 

requiring heat resistance, such as electronic packaging and automotive 

components. 

4. Chemical Resistance: 

o Nanocomposites exhibit improved chemical resistance against solvents, acids, 

and other corrosive substances compared to pure conducting polymers. 

o Enhanced chemical resistance extends the operational lifetime and durability of 

devices deployed in harsh chemical environments. 

5. Surface Area and Porosity: 

o Nanomaterials with high surface area increase the active surface area of 

nanocomposites, promoting interactions with analytes in sensing applications. 
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o Porous nanocomposite structures provide enhanced surface area for gas 

adsorption, catalytic reactions, and energy storage in applications such as gas 

sensors and supercapacitors. 

6. Multifunctionality: 

o Synergistic interactions between conducting polymers and nanomaterials lead 

to multifunctional properties, including electrical conductivity, mechanical 

flexibility, optical transparency, and biocompatibility. 

o Multifunctional nanocomposites enable the development of integrated systems 

and devices with enhanced performance and functionality across diverse 

applications. 

7. Tunable Properties: 

o Properties of conducting polymer nanocomposites can be tailored by adjusting 

nanomaterial composition, concentration, size, morphology, and surface 

chemistry. 

o Tunable properties allow for customization of nanocomposites to meet specific 

requirements for different applications, including sensing, energy storage, 

electronics, and biomedical devices. 

8. Cost-Effectiveness: 

o Nanocomposites offer a cost-effective solution compared to pure conducting 

polymers or nanomaterials, as they combine the advantages of both materials 

while minimizing material usage and production costs. 

o Cost-effective nanocomposites find applications in large-scale manufacturing, 

consumer electronics, and industrial applications. 

Overall, conducting polymer nanocomposites represent a versatile class of materials with a 

wide range of properties and advantages, making them suitable for diverse applications in 

electronics, sensors, energy storage, and beyond. Continued research and development efforts 

aim to further enhance the performance, functionality, and scalability of nanocomposites for 

emerging applications and technological advancements. 

Advantages and Limitations 

Advantages: 

1. Sensitivity: Chemiresistive sensors offer high sensitivity, enabling the detection of low 

concentrations of target analytes, including gases, vapors, and volatile compounds. 

2. Selectivity: With proper design and functionalization, chemiresistive sensors can 

exhibit high selectivity towards specific analytes, minimizing cross-sensitivity to 

interference from other substances. 

3. Rapid Response: Chemiresistive sensors provide real-time detection and rapid response 

to changes in analyte concentration, facilitating timely interventions and preventive 

measures. 

4. Miniaturization: Chemiresistive sensors can be miniaturized and integrated into 

portable devices, wearable electronics, and IoT platforms, enabling on-site and remote 

monitoring in various applications. 

5. Cost-Effectiveness: Compared to traditional analytical techniques, chemiresistive 

sensors offer a cost-effective solution for continuous monitoring and screening of target 

analytes in real-world environments. 
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6. Versatility: Chemiresistive sensors can be tailored for different applications by 

selecting appropriate sensing materials, functionalization strategies, and sensor 

configurations. 

7. Compatibility: Chemiresistive sensors can be easily integrated with electronic systems, 

microcontrollers, and wireless communication technologies, enabling seamless 

integration into existing infrastructures and IoT networks [21]. 

Limitations: 

1. Selectivity Challenges: Achieving high selectivity can be challenging, especially in 

complex environments with multiple analytes or interference from background gases 

and contaminants [11]. 

2. Calibration Requirements: Chemiresistive sensors may require frequent calibration to 

maintain accuracy and reliability, particularly when exposed to varying environmental 

conditions or analyte concentrations. 

3. Cross-Sensitivity: Some chemiresistive sensors may exhibit cross-sensitivity to 

chemically similar compounds, leading to false-positive or false-negative responses in 

certain situations. 

4. Stability Issues: Long-term stability of sensor performance, including drift, aging, and 

degradation of sensing materials, can affect the reliability and consistency of sensor 

measurements over time. 

5. Detection Limits: Chemiresistive sensors may have limitations in detecting trace levels 

of analytes, particularly when the detection limit is close to the sensor's noise floor or 

baseline fluctuations. 

6. Environmental Factors: Performance of chemiresistive sensors can be influenced by 

environmental factors such as temperature, humidity, and background gas composition, 

requiring careful consideration during sensor deployment and operation. 

7. Interference from Matrix Effects: In complex sample matrices, such as food, biological 

fluids, or environmental samples, matrix effects may interfere with sensor response, 

affecting accuracy and specificity of analyte detection [12]. 

Overall, while chemiresistive sensors offer numerous advantages for chemical sensing 

applications, addressing limitations such as selectivity challenges, calibration requirements, 

and environmental factors is essential for maximizing their effectiveness and reliability in real-

world scenarios. Ongoing research and development efforts aim to overcome these challenges 

and further enhance the performance of chemiresistive sensors for diverse applications [22].  

Future Directions 

The future of chemiresistive sensor technology holds numerous exciting possibilities, driven 

by ongoing research and innovation efforts aimed at addressing emerging challenges and 

expanding the scope of applications.  

• Emerging trends in chemiresistive sensor research 

• Potential applications in IoT, wearable devices, and smart environments 

• Challenges and opportunities for commercialization and widespread adoption 

• Advancement of wearable and implantable chemiresistive sensors for personalized 

healthcare, continuous monitoring of physiological parameters, and early detection of 

disease biomarkers. 
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Overall, the future directions of chemiresistive sensor technology are characterized by 

innovation, interdisciplinary collaboration, and a focus on addressing societal needs, 

environmental challenges, and advancements in healthcare, industry, and sustainability. 

Continued research and development efforts are essential for realizing the full potential of 

chemiresistive sensors in shaping a more connected, sustainable, and healthier future. 

Importance of conducting polymer nanocomposites in chemiresistive sensor technology 

Conducting polymer nanocomposites play a crucial role in advancing chemiresistive sensor 

technology due to their unique combination of properties and functionalities. Here's why they 

are important: 

1. Enhanced Sensitivity: Incorporating nanomaterials into conducting polymers 

increases the active surface area and facilitates charge transfer, leading to enhanced 

sensitivity to target analytes. This results in improved detection limits and 

responsiveness of chemiresistive sensors. 

2. Selective Detection: The addition of nanomaterials with specific chemical affinities or 

surface functionalities allows for selective detection of target analytes amidst complex 

backgrounds. Functionalized nanocomposites can exhibit high affinity towards specific 

molecules, enabling precise identification and quantification of analytes. 

3. Tunable Properties: Conducting polymer nanocomposites offer tunable properties by 

adjusting the composition, morphology, and structure of the nanomaterial-polymer 

matrix. This tunability enables customization of sensor characteristics such as 

sensitivity, selectivity, and response time to meet specific application requirements. 

4. Improved Stability: Nanomaterials can enhance the mechanical stability and chemical 

resistance of conducting polymers, preventing degradation and improving sensor 

longevity. This increased stability ensures consistent sensor performance over time, 

even in harsh operating conditions. 

5. Flexible Integration: Conducting polymer nanocomposites can be integrated into 

various sensor configurations, including flexible, wearable, and miniaturized devices. 

Their compatibility with diverse substrates and fabrication methods enables seamless 

integration into sensor platforms tailored for specific applications. 

6. Low Cost and Scalability: Many nanomaterials used in conducting polymer 

nanocomposites are cost-effective and readily available, making them suitable for 

large-scale production. This affordability, coupled with scalable fabrication techniques, 

facilitates the mass production of chemiresistive sensors for widespread deployment. 

7. Versatility in Applications: Conducting polymer nanocomposite chemiresistive 

sensors find applications in diverse fields such as environmental monitoring, healthcare 

diagnostics, industrial safety, and consumer electronics. Their versatility enables 

solutions for various challenges, from detecting pollutants to monitoring health 

parameters. 

Overall, conducting polymer nanocomposites serve as building blocks for the development of 

highly sensitive, selective, and reliable chemiresistive sensors. Their importance lies in their 

ability to enhance sensor performance, expand application possibilities, and address emerging 

needs in sensing technology. Continued research and innovation in this area hold the key to 

unlocking further advancements and applications in chemiresistive sensor technology. 

Scope and objectives of the paper 
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The scope and objectives of a paper on conducting polymer nanocomposites for chemiresistive 

sensor applications outline the focus, breadth, and goals of the research or review article. Here's 

a suggested outline for defining the scope and objectives: 

1. Scope: a. Overview of Conducting Polymer Nanocomposites: 

o Introduction to conducting polymers and nanocomposites, highlighting their 

unique properties and potential applications. b. Chemiresistive Sensor 

Applications: 

o Discussion of chemiresistive sensors and their importance in chemical sensing, 

environmental monitoring, healthcare diagnostics, and industrial safety. c. Role 

of Nanocomposites in Sensor Technology: 

o Exploration of the integration of conducting polymer nanocomposites into 

chemiresistive sensor platforms, emphasizing their advantages and challenges. 

d. Recent Advances and Future Directions: 

o Review of recent research developments, emerging trends, and potential 

applications of conducting polymer nanocomposites in chemiresistive sensor 

technology. 

2. Objectives: a. To review the current state-of-the-art research on conducting polymer 

nanocomposites for chemiresistive sensor applications. b. To identify key properties 

and characteristics of conducting polymer nanocomposites that make them suitable for 

sensor technology. c. To assess the performance, sensitivity, selectivity, and reliability 

of chemiresistive sensors based on conducting polymer nanocomposites. d. To explore 

the challenges and limitations associated with the development and implementation of 

conducting polymer nanocomposites in sensor technology. e. To propose future 

research directions, potential applications, and opportunities for advancements in 

conducting polymer nanocomposite-based chemiresistive sensors. 

By clearly defining the scope and objectives, the paper aims to provide a comprehensive 

overview of conducting polymer nanocomposites in chemiresistive sensor applications, 

analyze their performance and potential, and guide future research efforts towards innovative 

solutions and advancements in sensor technology. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, conducting polymer nanocomposite chemiresistive sensors represent a 

promising class of sensing devices with diverse applications in environmental monitoring, 

healthcare diagnostics, industrial safety, and consumer electronics. These sensors offer several 

advantages, including high sensitivity, selectivity, flexibility, and low cost, making them 

attractive for integration into wearable and portable devices for personal health monitoring, 

environmental sensing, and human-computer interaction. 

The field of conducting polymer nanocomposite sensor research is advancing rapidly, driven 

by recent developments in materials synthesis, sensor fabrication, and integration with IoT and 

AI technologies. Emerging trends such as multifunctional nanocomposites, bioinspired sensing 

materials, and smart sensor systems are expanding the capabilities and applications of these 

sensors, paving the way for innovative solutions to address global challenges in healthcare, 

environmental sustainability, and safety management. 

Despite the progress made, conducting polymer nanocomposite sensors face challenges and 

limitations, including selectivity issues, stability concerns, and reproducibility challenges, 
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which require further research and development efforts to overcome. Additionally, ethical 

considerations, privacy concerns, and cybersecurity risks associated with the integration of 

sensor data with IoT and AI technologies need to be addressed to ensure responsible and ethical 

deployment of sensor-driven systems. 

Overall, conducting polymer nanocomposite chemiresistive sensors hold immense potential for 

transforming various industries and societal sectors, improving human health, enhancing 

environmental sustainability, and enabling smart infrastructure. Continued investment in 

research, innovation, and collaboration is essential to realize the full potential of these sensors 

and harness the benefits of sensor technology for the betterment of society. 
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